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your lustre. Take it from me that there is no happiness in mar-
riage. To the extent Ba is my friend, I derive happiness from her,
no doubt. But I derive the same happiness from all of you and
from the many men and women who love and serve me. I
derive more [happiness] from the man or woman who understands
me. If, at this moment,, I get enamoured of Ba and indulge in
sexual gratification, I would fall the very instant. My work would
go to the dogs and I would lose in a twinkling all that power
which would enable one to achieve swaraj. My relation with
Ba today is that of brother and sister, and the fame I have is
due to it.

Please do not think that I got this wisdom after I had my fill
of pleasure. I am simply painting before you the world as I find
it from experience. I cannot imagine a thing as ugly as the inter-
course of man and woman. That it leads to the birth of children
is due to God's inscrutable way. But I do not at all believe that
procreation is a duty or that the world will come to grief without
it. Suppose for a moment that all procreation stops, it will only
mean that all destruction will cease. Moksha is nothing but
release from the cycle of births and deaths. This alone is
believed to be the highest bliss, and rightly.

I see every day that all our physical enjoyments, without
exception, are unclean. We take this very uncleanliness to be
happiness. Such is the mysterious way of God. However, our
purushartha1 lies in getting out of this delusion.

Having said all this, I regard you as quite free [to act as you
please]. I have written this merely as a friend. I have not given
any command as a father. "Be you good", this is my only in-
junction. However, do what you wish, but not what I wish.
If you simply cannot do without marrying, do think of marriage
by all means.

Please write to me in detail what your innermost thoughts are.

Blessings from

BAPU
[PS.]

Please send here all my manuscript papers, correspondence
files, books of newspaper-clippings, etc., which are lying there.
Also, all the books which you think are not needed there.
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1 Goal of human life